Department of Health Law, Bioethics & Human Rights
 2006-2007 Annual Report

Faculty

The Department of Health Law, Bioethics & Human Rights is the most active and most influential academic health law and bioethics program in the United States. The Department’s five full-time faculty have all been in the department for more than a decade, two since the School was founded.  They are four attorneys and one physician/bioethicist. In addition, we have fourteen part-time faculty members from a variety of disciplines. Together we can teach all major areas of health law, bioethics, and human rights at SPH and throughout the University.
Teaching

During the past year, we taught 11 courses at SPH, two at the Law School and one in the Medical School.  Michael Grodin is course manager for “Essentials of Public Health” in the Medical School, and four department faculty teach the “health law, bioethics and human rights” segment of the course. Two of the department faculty also helped teach (with Mary Annas) the re-introduced “Literature and Medicine” luncheon seminar for medical students in spring 2007.  The two new 4-credit courses for SPH: “Genetics, Law, and Public Health”, and “Regulation of Research with Human Beings,” were both taught by Winnie Roche.  In fall 2007, George Annas and Michael Grodin will be teaching with the Department of International Health (Candace Miller) a new 2-credit course, “Human Rights and Health.”  We are a teaching resource to the University and other departments at the school, and to BMC where we do grand rounds, case consultations, ongoing clinical conferences, mentor MED students, and teach MED electives in health law, bioethics and human rights. 

Research and Publications

Full-time faculty members in the department published 19 articles and one textbook, Public Health Law (Lexis/Nexis, 2007).  George Annas was (finally) successful in changing the name of his feature in the New England Journal of Medicine from “Legal Issues in Medicine” to an analog of the Department’s name:  “Health Law, Ethics, and Human Rights.”  His most recent article was on the ominous Supreme Court decision restricting women’s health rights to protect the ethical sensibilities of Congressman opposed to a particular method of abortion.    
Our major ongoing research projects are in the areas of patient rights and patient safety, terrorism and civil rights, genetic privacy, health and human rights, human experimentation regulation, torture epidemiology and prevention, the rights of refugees and asylum seekers, disease surveillance, and health insurance contracting. 
Britnye Segraves completed the JD/MPH program as our Health Law and Bioethics Fellow. Her fellowship research focused on the ethical and legal implications of the human papillomavirus vaccine.  Next year, in addition to a Health Law and Bioethics Fellow Abram Barth, our department will host Visiting Scholar, Mayer Brezis, M.D., M.P.H., of Hebrew University – Hadassah Medical Center in Israel.
Service
Department faculty take their obligations to support public health education and practice in the U.S. seriously, and do so by serving on a variety of school, university, city, state and federal panels, as well as speaking throughout the U.S. and abroad.  Department faculty members consistently give approximately 50 major oral presentations a year. This year’s speeches included those at the annual meetings of the American Public Health Association, American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics, American Association of Law Schools, Health Law Professors, and a variety of bioethics and human rights programs at universities around the country.
Our department co-sponsored the Third Annual Health Law Conference with the BU School of Law, “The Nuremberg Doctors' Trial - 60 Years Later,” on March 30, 2007. Speakers included: Edmund Pellegrino, M.D., the chair of the President’s Bioethics Commission; Karen Antman, M.D.; Susan Pauker, M.D.; and Christian Pross, M.D.  Jay Katz, M.D. of Yale Law School was awarded the Pike Prize.  Department members also co-chaired two additional conferences held at the LAW school, “Extraordinary Measures in Ordinary Times,” September 29-30, 2006; and the Annual Health Law Professors Conference, June 1-3, 2007.  Finally, on May 30-31 we held the Second Biennial Seminar in Health Law and Bioethics with the New University of Lisbon on “Law and Ethics in Rationing Access to Care in a High-Cost Global Economy.”  The conference was organized by Wendy Mariner and a past Departmental Visiting Scholar from Portugal, Prof. Paula Lobato de Faria.  
2008 will mark the 50th anniversary of health law at Boston University (BU’s Law-Medicine Institute opened its doors in February 1958 under the leadership of William J. Curran), and we are planning University-wide events during the coming year to mark this anniversary.  
Wendy Mariner chaired the School of Public Health’s ad hoc Gender Equity Committee.  The findings of this committee have been accepted and recommendations of the report are being implemented. 
Our most important ongoing service project is our NGO, Global Lawyers and Physicians, which brings physicians and lawyers together to promote health and human rights (www.glphr.org). GLP helped found the Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights (www.bcrhhr.org), which is devoted to serving victims of torture (Michael Grodin).  The Center served more than 450 patients from 55 different countries this year, 90% of whom were seeking political asylum.  The Boston Center continues to receive funds from the United Nations (Voluntary Fund for Torture Victims), the Department of Health and Human Services (Office of Refugee Resettlement), and has recently been awarded a major grant from the Tauber Foundation. We also worked with a variety of groups, including Physicians for Human Rights and the National Academies of Science on military medical ethics in prison settings like Guantanamo. All of these activities are directly related to global health, and especially to the health and human rights paradigm for improving global health.
Notable Accomplishments
George Annas was awarded the 2007 Pellegrino Medal for contributions to health care ethics at Stanford University.  Michael Grodin presented the University Holocaust Lecture and Dean's Lecture at Vanderbilt University.  Dr. Grodin also received the Humanism in Medicine Award from Boston University School of Medicine.  Winnie Roche was promoted to Associate Professor.
Some Notable News Items
“It is not clear to me why there’s any need for changing to an opt-out system…what is needed more than testing is accessible treatment.  People are more likely to get tested if they know they can get treatment.”  Wendy Mariner on NPR’s “Talk of the Nation,” Oct. 2, 2006 discussing CDC recommendations for universal HIV testing.

“The ethical questions are just getting more and more complicated as researchers find whole regions of the chromosome that suggest risk, not just a single mutation,” said Dr. Michael Grodin, director of medical ethics at Boston University’s School of Public Health.  Results are going to be harder to interpret, and decisions on what to release, and to whom, are going to get more and more difficult.”  Gene Advances bring Ethical Quandaries, Boston Globe, May 11, 2007.

“This just seems like lazy investigators not wanting to try to get informed consent in situations where it is difficult to get it, so they say it is impossible,” said George Annas, a Boston University bioethicist.  “I don’t think we should use people like this…”
Critical Care Without Consent, Washington Post, May 27, 2007 (p. 1)

“It’s a framing issue right now in Massachusetts,” said George Annas, a professor of health law at Boston University, who holds the distinction of being the only person to address both Biojustice and BIO 2007 audiences.  “Biotech [is seen as] good, good for economic development…Nationally, Annas said, “the politics of this have been very favorable to the industry…If you’ve got a choice between the Bush administration and biotech it’s not a hard choice, even for liberals.” Protesting Bio-whatever, Boston Phoenix, May 18, 2007

“I am privileged to represent the Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights. The BCRHHR, based at Boston Medical Center, cares for survivors of torture, slavery, oppression, and war.  Its dedicated physicians, therapists, and social workers provide individual counseling and group support, as well as legal, social and vocational services to individuals and their families who, in many cases, have nowhere else to turn…They give them courage to persevere and they sustain the hope that, once asylum is granted, surviving spouses and children can enter the United States.”  Congressman Michael Capuano,  Congressional Record, April 25, 2007

“Bioethics expert George Annas has spoken at hospitals and universities nationwide about medical bias, AIDS, and the right to die.  But it was a lecture touching on human rights and Guantanamo Bay that landed him in the center of a debate that some say threatens free speech at Philadelphia’s VA hospital…Annas, a professor and chair of Boston University’s Department of Health Law, Bioethics & Human Rights, said the complaint did not surprise him.  The reaction from the VA did…”  Speech at Area VA Hospital Raises a Fuss, Philadelphia    Inquirer, Dec. 5, 2006 (p. 1)

“But it’s just complaining.  How could this be bad?  Well consider another recent case, that of George Annas.  Annas is a bioethics professor from Boston University who gave a talk on September 28th at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Philadelphia…So someone complains when an ETHICS professor, in a speech whose title contained the word “GUANTANAMO,” has negative things to say about the administration.  What was the letter-writer expecting? Praise for the administration’s humanitarian policies?...”

Contrarian:  Worst Amendment, Philadelphia Magazine, Feb. 2007.
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