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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The health of populations is not primarily determined by individual biomedical and genetic factors, but is primarily determined by external environmental factors.  The most effective and efficient way to quickly improve health status is to provide clean water, sewer systems, nutritious food and adequate shelter.  Once these basic needs have been met public health measures such as prenatal care, vaccinations and medical care for infectious diseases can alleviate much pain and suffering.  This course will explore the human rights and health framework that is based on the belief that the health of people worldwide is closely linked to the realization of human rights.  For example, preventable illness, infant mortality, premature death, malnutrition, and epidemics are closely tied to discrimination, limits on freedom of expression, oppression of women, lack of education, and inhumane labor practices.  We will examine relevant international documents (e.g., The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights) in historical context, exploring the meaning of “human rights” and “health” and their relationship to human fulfillment, and analyzing specific case studies that illuminate the problems, prospects, and potential methods of promoting health by advocating for human rights on the national and international levels.

      The course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to determine how rights violations impact health, and how to engage, at an entry level, in using the human rights approach to improve health. We will examine (1) How states both realize and violate human rights and the important role that good governance plays in realizing health and human rights; (2) The function and structure of the United Nations system and how it relates to human rights; (3) The ways that non-governmental organizations work to monitor and identify rights abuses; (4) The controversy surrounding what a  “right to health” might entail; (5) The health consequence of war and violence and the system of international humanitarian law (6) How women and children are vulnerable, particularly in impoverished nations, and the specific human rights documents articulated to protect them; (7) How economic development and social policy as well as multinational corporations play a critical role in implementation of health policies  (8) and specific case studies that illuminate the problems and potential methods of promoting health by realizing human rights on the national and international levels.

Goals and Objectives:

By the end of this course the student will be able to:

1. Describe the relationship between human rights and health.

2. Identify the key principles articulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Conventions on Human Rights and relevant documents related to health and human rights.

3. Analyze and describe how human rights abuses impact health and cite case examples of the interrelatedness of public health and human rights.

4. Identify how public health practitioners can play an important role in the field of health and human rights 

5. Be conversant on important health and human rights topics in order to interact with states, the UN system and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in order to address human rights problems.

6. Determine when human rights have been violated, as well as to suggest strategies to protect and promote human rights.
7. Identify strategies for human rights advocacy within public health program planning.
Prerequisites: None

Course Texts:

· Wiesel E., Wiesel M. (Translator), Night, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006, ISBN-13 9780374500016. 
· Marks S. Health and Human Rights:  Basic International Documents 2nd Edition; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006, ISBN 0-674-02377-3: (paper)  [Referred to as “Documents”]
· Mann J., Gruskin S., Grodin M., Annas G. Health and Human Rights: A Reader, New York: Routledge, 1999, ISBN 0-415-92101-3 (pbk) [Referred to as “Reader”]
· Gruskin S, Grodin M, Annas G., Marks, S.  Perspectives on Health and Human Rights, New York: Routledge, 2005, ISBN 0-415-94807-X  (paper)  [Referred to as “Perspectives”]
Additional Resources: 

· Check materials posted on LW 740 Blackboard site;

· Global Lawyers and Physicians, www.glphr.org
· “Twenty-five Questions on Health and Human Rights from World Health Organization,” available at http://www.who.int/hhr/information/25_questions_hhr.pdf  

Course Requirements:

Grades will be subject to a curve, however, the basis of your grade will be weighted as follows:

Paper: Action Plan. To be discussed in class. (20% of grade)

Exams: Two 1-hour exams (20% of grade each) and Final (40% of grade).  The exams will consist of some combination of multiple choice, short answer and/or essay questions.  

Good or poor attendance, as well as class participation that is either consistently insightful and informed, or that consistently demonstrates a lack of focus or preparation will affect your final grade. 

Class Logistics:
Academic conduct:  You should read the Academic Misconduct Code, which you can pick up in the office of student services or read online at http://sph.bu.edu//index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=323&Itemid=414. If you need help, consult with Prof. Grodin or Annas.

Class and assignment schedules:  The class and assignment schedule is on the following pages.  These schedules and topics are subject to change, in which case announcements will be made in class and on the course website.

Format:  Lectures, in-class discussion, videos, slides, primary and secondary reports.  Use of the Web will be critical

COURSE OUTLINE

CLASS ONE

Thursday, September 3 (Annas)

Introduction to Health and Human Rights

This introductory lecture will summarize, highlight and frame the entire course.  After a look at the health status of the world’s population we will focus on determinants of health.  This will be followed by a discussion of what kinds of rights exist (i.e., positive, negative, moral, political) and what constitutes a “Human Right”.  We will also discuss the counter claims to the international universal human rights movement in the form of relativism and challenges to state sovereignty.  The history of human rights will be reviewed with an emphasis on modern human rights and the relationship of the individual to the state.  The basic international human rights system and the international declaration and treaties will be introduced.  This lecture will then focus on the inextricable link between a progressive human rights agenda and population health status.  Case studies will be used throughout to highlight and elucidate the link.

Readings: 

“Night” (entire book) 

Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Describe the arguments concerning the primary determinants of the state of the world’s health

· Distinguish between the nature, scope and limits of different kinds of rights including the challenge to the universality of human rights 

· Discuss the history of human rights with a focus on the modern human rights movement

· Identify and begin to describe the international human rights system and the basic rights conventions

· Explain the link between health and human rights

· Give examples of cases that highlight the link between health and human rights

· Describe the health and human rights agenda

CLASS TWO

Tuesday, September 8 (Grodin)

Introduction to Health and Human Rights (cont.)

Readings:

Documents:

· Professional Ethics (pg 27-34)

· Declaration of Geneva

· World Medical Association, International Code of Medical Ethics

· Nurses and Human Rights

· Madrid Declaration on Ethical Standards for Psychiatric Practice

Reader:

· Introduction (pg 1-4)

· Part 1. Human Rights and Public Health 

· Health and Human Rights (5-20)

· Human Rights: An Introduction (21-28)

· Public Health: An Introduction (29-34)

Perspectives:

· Introduction (xiii-xx)

· Part I: The Links between Health and Human Rights 
· Health and Human Rights (1-57)
CLASS THREE

Thursday, September 10 (Annas)

Nuremberg Trials: International Military Tribunal (IMT) and Doctors’ Trials

The Nuremberg Code was the first major document to incorporate human rights principles that centered on the professional responsibilities of physicians. The Code was formulated during the trial of the Nazi doctors at Nuremberg in 1946 and 1947. The Nazi doctors were tried for crimes against humanity and war crimes involving the murder and torture of concentration camp prisoners while performing cruel and barbaric experiments in the name of science. Other major Nazi war criminals were tried by the International Military Tribunal, which determined the existence of war crimes and crimes against humanity, that individuals could be held personally liable for committing these atrocities and that obeying orders was not an excuse.  
Readings:

Documents:

· Research and Experimentation (pg 34-46)

· Nuremberg Code

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Art. 7

· Human Rights Committee General Comment 20

· Declaration of Helsinki: Ethical Principles for Medical Research involving Human Subjects

· International Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical Research Involving Human Subjects

Reader:

· Part V. Medicine and Human Rights

· The Nuremberg Doctor’s Trial (pg 281-300)

· Medicine and Human Rights: Reflections on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Doctor’s Trial (301-311)

· Part VI: How to Proceed from Concept to Action

· Medicine and Public Health, Ethics and Human Rights (pg. 439-453)

Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to: 

· Discuss and identify the Nuremberg Principles

· Outline the major principles of the Nuremberg Code.

· Discuss how a human rights perspective can be incorporated into medical practice. 

· Recognize the documents that set out the main principles of biomedical ethics including the Nuremberg Code, Helsinki Declaration, the Belmont Report

CLASS FOUR & CLASS FIVE

Tuesday, September 15 & Thursday, September 17 (Annas)

Human Rights Instruments and Documents:  The International Bill of Human Rights 

International human rights are those rights defined in specific international treaties that have been ratified by individual states which undertake to respect, protect and fulfill the rights defined in the documents.  The most important human rights document is the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights which laid the basis for two subsequent treaties, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  These three documents are often referred to as the “International Bill of Rights” and it is impossible to understand modern human rights without a basic understanding of the origins, role, and uses of these documents.

Readings:

Documents:

· Basic Texts in Human Rights (pg 1-23)

· International Bill of Human Rights

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

· World Conference on Human Rights

· Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

Perspectives: 

· Part I: The Links between Health and Human Rights

· The UDHR: Fifty Years of Synergy Between Health and Human Rights (pg 59-62)

· Human Rights and Health: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 50 (pg. 63-70)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify the most important human rights documents

· Compare the legal status of declarations to treaties

· Explain the relationship of the UDHR to the ICCPR and the ICESCR 

· Discuss the International Bill of Human Rights and its role in global health promotion

CLASS SIX

Tuesday, September 22 (Cheyette)

The UN System 

Realizing human rights requires a sustained and committed effort on the part of governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations, advocates and others. To help the world move forward in respecting, protecting and fulfilling rights, a system of various entities was established within the UN. Each of these offices is mandated to carry out such tasks as promoting rights, monitoring and identifying violations, and working with governments to realize rights. 

Readings:

Misc.:

· United Nations. Chart of the UN System. Available online at http://www.un.org/aboutun/chart_en.pdf 
· United Nations General Assembly. (2006) Resolution adopted by the General Assembly A/RES/60/251 Human Rights Council. Sixtieth session 60/251. Available online at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/A.RES.60.251_En.pdf
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify the various entities within the UN system, including the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Human Rights Council, treaty monitoring bodies, and field offices, and the role they play in promoting human rights, especially as they relate to health

· Describe some of the limitations and controversies within the UN system that reduce the ability of these offices to end human rights abuses throughout the world

· Compare and contrast the various types of NGOs working to respect, protect, and fulfill human rights and the work they do 

· Discuss how to interact with the UN system and NGOs in order to advocate for rights issues

CLASS SEVEN

Thursday, September 24 (Grodin)

Non-Governmental Organizations

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) work with governments and the UN system on tasks including identifying violations, delivering programs and services, and advocating for rights issues.

Readings:

Reader:

· Part VI: How to Proceed from Concept to Action 

· Common Strategies for Health and Human Rights: From Theory to Practice (pg 395-403)

· The Health Professional as Human Rights Promoter: Ten Years of Physicians for Human Rights (USA) (pg 404-416)

· Medical Humanitarianism and Human Rights: Reflections on Doctors without Borders and Doctors of the World (pg 417-435)
· For Our Patients, Not for Profits: A Call to Action (pg 436-438)
Perspectives:

· Part VIII Mobilizing for Health and Human Rights
· The Evolving Arms Control Agenda: Implications of the Role of NGOs in Banning Antipersonnel Landmines (pg 569-605)
Misc.:

· United Nations. (2005). Working with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights A Handbook for NGOs. HR/PUB/06/10. Available online at http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/NgoHandbook/ngohandbook9.pdf
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Compare and contrast the various types of NGOs working to respect, protect, and fulfill human rights and the work they do 

· Discuss how to interact with the UN system and NGOs in order to advocate for rights issues

CLASS EIGHT

Tuesday, September 29 (Annas)

Right to Health

This class will start with a critical refection on the relative values of health in relation to other goods.  People desire to be free of pain and suffering and balance their health needs and interests.  Health is often described as a primary good. That is, being healthy is often a precondition to being able to carry out what ever life goals one envisions.  In that sense, health is similar to food and shelter.  But health is unevenly distributed amongst the population, often unpredictable and needs vary greatly.

Following this introduction we will explore what a positive” right to health” might entail.  The international human rights refer to the highest attainable standard of health.  How might a signatory to these treaties fulfill its obligation to respect, protect and fulfill it human rights duties.  The case study of the right to health in South Africa will be introduced.

Readings:
Documents:

· Basic Texts on the Right to Health (pg 80-108)

· UN Texts on the Right to Health

· UDHR, Art. 25

· ICESCR, Art. 12

· International convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Art. 5(e)

· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Art 11.1(f)

· Convention on the Rights of the Child, Art. 24

· CESCR General Comment 14

· Regional Texts on the Right to Health

· European Social charter of 1961, Art 11

· African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Art 16

· Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights, Art. 10

· Other General Texts on Health and Human Rights

· Declaration of Alma-Ata

· Peoples’ Charter for Health
· The Leaders Statement on the Right to Health
Perspectives:

· Part VI: Methods in Health and Human Rights

· Measuring Human Rights (pg. 393-411)

· Part VII: The Human Right to Health

· General Comment No. 14: The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health (pg 469-498)

· The Right to Health and the Nevirapine Case in South Africa (pg 497-506)

· The Human Right to Health, National Courts, and Access to HIV/AIDS Treatment: A Case Study from Venezuela (pg 507-516)

Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Explain the arguments for and against seeing health as a primary good and what is different about health

· Distinguish the concept of positive rights and their limits from the concept of negative rights.  Describe how are positive and negative rights linked.

· Discuss the sources and international documents containing the language of a right to the highest attainable standard of health

· Describe the interpretation of Article 12 of the ICESCR in general comment 14

· Give a case example of how this right has been used and effectuated

CLASS NINE

Thursday, October 1    

***FIRST 1-HOUR EXAM***
CLASS TEN

Tuesday, October 6 (Annas)

HIV/AIDS in Africa – Treatment and Prevention: A Case Study 

Examining AIDS treatment and prevention policy and research in Africa to date is one way to test the concepts and principles of human rights and health and their impact on research, prevention and treatment of an epidemic disease.  Jonathan Mann himself first suggested the “inextricable link” between health and human rights when he was in charge of the WHO’s HIV/AIDS program.  Specifically, he suggested that discrimination and stigmatization were more important to deal with than drugs and vaccines in containing the epidemic.  Are his conclusions still valid, and what lessons can we learn about the importance of promoting human rights to enhancing human health in the context of promoting research, prevention, and treatment of HIV/AIDS in Africa and beyond?   

Readings:
Documents:

· Human Rights Aspects of Health Policy (pg 319-374)

· Infectious Diseases

· Business, Trade, and Intellectual Property
· Occupational Health and Safety and Tobacco Control
Reader:

· Part VI: Exploring the Inextricable Linkage between Health and Human Rights

· Interrelationship between Gender Relations and the HIV/AIDS Epidemic: Some possible Considerations for Policies and Programs (pg 202-215)

· Human Rights and AIDS: The Future of the Pandemic (pg 216-226)

· Part V: Medicine and Human Rights

· Questing for Grails: Duplicity, Betrayal, and Self-Deception in Postmodern Medical Research (pg. 312-335)
· Human Rights and Maternal-Fetal HIV Transmission Prevention Trials in Africa (pg. 373-379)
Perspectives:

· Part II: Health and Human Rights in Development

· Rethinking Health and Human Rights: Time for a Paradigm Shift (pg. 73-94)

· Part VI: Methods in Health and Human Rights

· The Right to Health and the Nevirapine Case in South Africa (pg 497-506)
· The Human Right to Health, National Courts, and Access to HIV/AIDS Treatment: A Case Study from Venezuela (pg 507-516) (re-read)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify the human rights aspects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

· Identify the human rights issues involved in screening for and treatment of HIV infection

· Discuss the relevance of following international research rules in conducting research rules in developing countries

· Discuss gender equality and discrimination in the context of the HIV/AIDS epidemic

· Suggest ways to improve the effectiveness of public health interventions by improving human rights

CLASS ELEVEN

Thursday, October 8 (Annas)

Tuberculosis

Tuberculosis is a great case study to examine the benefits and limits of using a human rights framework to treat and control a communicable disease. In certain situations human rights can be limited in order to protect the public health. However, an individuals rights can only be limited if it is for a legitimate reason and is limited in duration and scope. Directly observed therapy short course (DOTS) has been an effective tool to control tuberculosis. However, some have argued it is limited because it does not incorporate a human rights framework.  
Readings:

Reader:

· Part II: The Impact of Health Policies and Programs on Human Rights

· The Impact of Health Policies on Human Rights: AIDS and TB Control (pg 35-45)

Perspectives:

· Part VI: Methods in Health and Human Rights

· Tuberculosis Control and Directly Observed Therapy from the Public Health/Human Rights Perspective (pg 413-426)

Objectives: Following this session students should be able to:

· Discuss when and how human rights can be limited

· Define and discuss DOTS

· Identify the key aspects of using a human rights framework in health policy

· Suggest ways to improve the effectiveness of public health intervention by protecting human rights. 
CLASS TWELVE

Thursday, October 15 (Grodin)

The Impact of War on Public Health and the Role of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law

This class will focus on the impact of war and conflict on health.  We will review the epidemiology of war and proceed to a theoretical discussion of the moral justification for war and the ethics of its conduct.  The class will then highlight the elements and instruments of international humanitarian law and the law of refugees and asylum. Case studies will include the  wars in Kosovo, Darfur  and the Campaign to Ban Landmines.  The class will conclude with a discussion of the Torture Rehabilitation movement focusing on the Boston Center for Refuge Health and Human Rights

Readings:
Documents:

· Armed Conflict, Crimes Against Humanity, and Genocide (pg 144-161)
· Refugees and Displaced Persons (pg. 302-318)
Reader:

· Part III: Health Impacts Resulting from Violations of Human Rights

· From Solferino to Sarjevo (pg 73-82)

· Ethnic Cleansing and Other Lies: Combining Health and Human Rights in the Search for Truth and Justice in the Former Yugoslavia (pg 83-105)
· Haiti 1991-1994: The International Civilian Mission’s Medical Unit (pg. 106-112)

Perspectives:

· Part V: Health and Human Rights in Understanding and Responding to Violence
· New Challenges for Humanitarian Protection (pg. 355-366)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify the direct and indirect health consequences of war and conflict

· Be familiar Jus Ad Bellum and Jus In Bellum distinction

· Identify the applicable laws in times of war with a particular emphasis on international   humanitarian law, human rights law and refugee law

· Be familiar with the Geneva Conventions, the Hague Convention as well as other weapons conventions

· Define a war crime under international law

· Differentiate refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons

· Explain the role of the Torture Rehabilitation movement

CLASS THIRTEEN

Tuesday, October 20 (Annas)

Women and Human Rights 

This class focuses on the particular human rights and health problems exacerbated by gender discrimination and their roles in health, disease prevention, and treatment. Discrimination against women, especially in the areas of family law, employment, and education has major impacts on the lives and health of women and their children. Although women’s rights are human rights, a specific treaty, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) has been thought to be necessary to deal with this central human rights problem, and follow-up documents have been produced at meetings, especially in Cairo and Beijing.   

Readings:
Documents:

· Women and Reproductive Health (pg. 212-248)
Reader:

· Part III. Health Impacts Resulting from Violations of Human Rights

· Censorship and Manipulation of Family Planning Information: An Issue of Human Rights and Women’s Health (pg. 145-178)

· Part IV: Exploring the Inextricable Linkage Between Health and Human Rights

· Gender, Health and Human Rights (pg 253-264)
· Health, Human Rights, and Lesbian Existence (pg. 265-280)
Perspectives:

· Part IV: Health and Human Rights in Sexual and Reproductive Health

· The “Double Discourse” on Sexual Reproductive Rights in Latin America: The Chasm between Public Policy and Private Actions (pg. 247-270)

· Sexual Rights in Southern Africa: A Beijing Discourse or a Strategic Necessity (pg. 271-292)

· Part V: Health and Human Rights in Understanding and Responding to Violence

· Maternal Mortality in Heart Province, Afghanistan: The Need to Protect Women’s Rights (pg. 333-354)

· Part VI: Methods in Health and Human Rights

· Maternal Mortality as a Human Rights Issue: Measuring Compliance with International Treaty Obligations (pg 427-468)

· Part VIII: Mobilizing for Health and Human Rights
· Human Rights and the Politics of Risk and Blame: Lessons from the International Reproductive Health Movement (pg. 527-536)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Explain why a separate convention on the rights of women is necessary

· Compare CEDAW to the major human rights treaties that make no gender distinctions 

· Discuss the role and impact of follow-up world conferences to clarify the meaning of CEDAW, especially as it relates to reproductive health

· Explain why there is no international human "right to abortion"

CLASS FOURTEEN

Thursday, October 22 (Grodin)
Torture and the Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights

Torture is one of the most atrocious violations against human dignity and impairs the capabilities of its victims to continue their lives and activities. The Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights works with refugee communities and torture survivors to provide comprehensive health care coordinated with legal aid and social services. The Center also educates and trains agencies and professionals who serve this patient population, to advocate for the promotion of health and human rights in the United States and worldwide, and to conduct clinical, epidemiological, and legal research for the better understanding and promotion of health and quality of life for survivors of torture and related trauma.
Readings:
Documents:

· Freedom from Torture and other Forms of Abuse (pg 113-132)
· Disappearances and Summary and Extra-Judicial Execution (pg 133-143)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Be able to define “torture”

· Recognize and discuss the main legal documents prohibiting torture. 

· Understand the long-term effects of torture. 

CLASS FIFTEEN

Tuesday, October 27 (Annas)

Children and Human Rights

There is near universal agreement that children require special protection. This sentiment has been articulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has been ratified in every country except the United States and Somalia. This session focuses on how different states have succeeded or failed to respect, protect, and fulfill children’s rights and will begin to explore rights violations from child soldiering and child labor to deprivation of food, water and education. It will also begin to explore the legislative, administrative and budgetary actions that states need to do in order to realize rights.
Readings: 

Documents:

· Children (pg 249-278)
Perspectives:

· Part IV: Health and Human Rights in Sexual and Reproductive Health 
· Children Confronting HIV/AIDS: Charting the Confluence of Rights and Health (pg. 224-246)
Misc.:

· Mukuka-Luombe, A., Jayaraman, A., Simukoko, E. Sinyenga, G., and Mpundu, R. (2004) Zambia’s commitment to children’s rights: The budget perspective. IDASA. Available online at http://www.idasa.org.za/index.asp?page=output_details.asp%3FPub%3DY%26RID%3D437%26OTID%3D6
· Basu, K. and Tzannatos, Z. (2003). The global child labor problem: what do we know and what can we do? World Bank Economic Review: 17(2). 147-173.

· UNICEF. (2006). State of the World’s Children (Statistical Tables). UNICEF. New York.  Available online at http://www.unicef.org/sowc06/pdfs/sowc06_tables.pdf. 

· Browse this news site daily to learn about key issues globally. IRIN: Humanitarian news and analysis from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs http://www.irinnews.org/Africa-Region.aspx?Region=SAF&Service=ENG 

Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify key principles in Convention on the Rights of the Child and the two optional protocols

· Describe and discuss violations of the rights of the child across time and place

· Explain how human rights documents can guide governments in realizing the rights of children

CLASS SIXTEEN

Thursday, October 29
***SECOND 1-HOUR EXAM***
CLASS SEVENTEEN

Tuesday, November 3 (Annas)

Economics and Human Rights

The human right to health is strongly correlated with economic status and the economic condition of the country in which a person lives.  Economic development is crucial to improved health, but good health of a population is likewise a pre-condition for economic development.  The relationship between health and development has been recognized by such diverse organizations as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the Red Cross.  This class introduces the role of international organizations in promoting development and health at the same time, as well as to increasing role and power of multinational corporations and the impact of “globalization.”  
Readings:
Documents:

· The Right to an Adequate Standard of Living in General (pg. 162-172)

· The Right to Adequate Food (pg. 173-192)

· The Right to Adequate Housing (pg. 193-197)
· The Right to Education (pg 198-211)
Reader:

· Part III: Health Impacts Resulting from Violations of Human Rights

· Rights Violations in Ecuadorian Amazon: The Human Consequences of Oil Development (pg. 130-144)

· Part IV: Exploring the Inextricable Linkage between Health and Human Rights 
· Socioeconomic Status and Health : The Challenge of the Gradient (pg. 181-201)
Perspectives:

· Part II: Health and Human Rights in Development

· Human Rights in Development: The Significance for Health (pg. 95-116)

· Indigenous Peoples and Mega-Projects: Hydroelectric Dams in the Land of the Pehuenches in the Highlands of the Bio Bio River, Chile, Utopia of Development and Human Rights (pg 117-130)

· Part V: Health and Human Rights in Understanding and Responding to Violence
· Economic Sanctions as Human Rights Violations: Reconciling Political and public Health Imperatives (pg. 367-378)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Describe the health implications of “globalization” 

· Discuss the relationship between economic development and the right to health

· Explain what is meant by the "right to development"

· Discuss the human rights obligations of multinational corporations

CLASS EIGHTEEN

Thursday, November 5 (Grodin)

Human Rights Education, Advocacy, and Lobbying

“Rights are not something handed down from above, but are fought for from below.” Author Unknown. 

This statement is controversial because indeed, states party to human rights documents agree to realize the rights contained in the documents. Nevertheless, rights are generally realized following social movements and coordinated efforts. This session explores how human rights issues are identified and brought onto the public agenda.

Readings:
Reader:

· Part II: The Impact of Health Policies and Programs on Human Rights

· Toward the Development of a Human Rights Impact Assessment for the Formulation and Evaluation of Public Health Polices (54-72)

· Part VI: How to Proceed from Concept to Action
· Medicine and Public Health, Ethics and Human Rights (pg. 439-453)
Perspectives:

· Part VIII: Mobilizing for Health and Human Rights

· Teaching Human Rights in Graduate Health Education (pg. 549-568)
· The Evolving Arms Control Agenda: Implications of the Role of NGOs in Banning Antipersonnel Landmines (pg 569-605)(re-read)
Misc.:

· Philpott, A., Maher, D. and Grosskurth, H. (2002). Translating HIV/AIDS research findings into policy: lessons from a case study of ‘the Mwanza trial’. Health Policy and Planning; 17(2): 196-201.  (to be handed out in class)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Engage, at an entry level, in advocacy for human rights goals: Problem identification, identifying stakeholders, open windows, and leverage points, coalition building, assessing strengths and weaknesses of each camp, monitoring and evaluation

· Compare and contrast the legislative and policy development process 

· Describe the status of human rights education globally
CLASS NINETEEN

Tuesday, November 10 (Cheyette)

Cultural Relativism: Female Genital Mutilation, a Case Study

Two million girls, ages three to ten years old, endure some form of female genital mutilation (FGM). FGM has lasting negative physical and psychological effects and produces no health benefits. Justifications offered for the procedure include tradition, religion, sexual control of women, and social acceptance. Cultures that perform FGM claim that cultural relativism justifies the human rights abuses. 

Readings:

Reader:

· Part V: Medicine and Human Rights
· Irreversible Error: The Power and Prejudice of Female Genital Mutilation (pg 336-362)
· Additional readings will be posted prior to class.
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Explain what is meant by “cultural relativism”

· Discuss how human rights documents can be used to protect vulnerable populations. 

CLASS TWENTY

Thursday, November 12 (Cheyette)

International Criminal Court, Criminal Tribunals, Truth and Reconciliation

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is an independent, permanent court that tries persons accused of the most serious crimes of international concern, namely genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Individual countries must submit themselves to the jurisdiction of the Court by ratifying the Rome Statute, the statute of the ICC. The UN has also created special international criminal tribunals for special cases such as in Rwanda, Yugoslavia and Cambodia, for atrocities that occurred during war and genocide.
Readings:

Documents:

· Statute of the International Criminal Court (pg. 154-161)
· Heyer, C. “The U.N. Security Council’s Referral of the Crimes in Darfur to the International Criminal Court in Light of U.S. Opposition to the Court: Implications for the International Criminal Court’s Functions and Status.” 24 Berkley J. Int’l L. 650 (2006) (the text is only 12 pages long; the balance of the article is footnotes; a copy of the article will be posted on BlackBoard);

· NY Times article re the opening of the first trial at the ICC, available at http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/27/world/europe/27hague.html?_r=1
· The warrant for Bashir’s arrest. This is available at http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/doc/doc639078.pdf
· Although you are only responsible for the portion of the Rome Statute included in the Documents book, for those interested in reading more, the full text of the treaty is available at: http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/EA9AEFF7-5752-4F84-BE94-0A655EB30E16/0/Rome_Statute_English.pdf
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Recognize the Rome Statute and identify its limits and scope.
· Understand the jurisdiction of the ICC.
· Understand how and when special international criminal tribunals are created. 
CLASS TWENTY-ONE

Tuesday, November 17 (Annas)

Biotechnology, Genetics and the Environment

With the advancement of science and technology new ethical and human rights issues emerge. Species-alternating techniques, like cloning and inheritable genetic modifications, could benefit the human species but also raises unique and important ethical and human rights concerns. Technology has also wreaked havoc on the physical environment. The precautionary principle is one attempt to slow the tide of environmental alternations.  
Readings:

Documents:

· Bioethics and Biotechnology (pg 47-77)

· Protection of the Environment (pg. 375-392)

Reader:

· Part V: Medicine and Human Rights
· Human Rights and Human Genetic Variation Research (pg. 380-394)
Perspectives:

· Part III: Health and Human Rights in Emerging Technologies

· Protecting the Endangered Human: Toward an International Treaty Prohibiting Cloning and Inheritable Alternations (pg. 135-162)

· Tying Prometheus Down: Human Rights Issues of Human Genetic Manipulation (pg. 163-178)

· Patents and Medicines: The Relationship between TRIPS and the Human Right to Health (pg 179-202)
· TRIPS, Pharmaceuticals, Patents, and Access to Essential Medicines: A Long Way from Seattle to Doha (pg. 203-222)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Discuss the proposed International Treaty Prohibiting Cloning and Inheritable Alternations. 
· Discuss the human rights issues that arise with scientific and technological advancement. 
· Understand the scope and limitations of TRIPS.
· Define and discuss the precautionary principle
CLASS TWENTY-TWO

Thursday, November 19 (Grodin)

The Rights of Disabled Persons

Disabled people are often dependent on the services of individual care providers and public health institutions. This requirement for special care has often increased the segregation of disabled persons from society.  Disabled people are disproportionately represented among the poorest segments of society and lack equal opportunities to improve their living conditions. Human rights can be used as a tool to improve integration and opportunities for people with disabilities. 
Readings:
Documents:

· Disabilities (pg. 279-300)
· Rights of Older Persons (pg 300-305)
Reader:

· Part III. Health Impacts Resulting from Violations of Human Rights

· Disabled Persons and Their Right to Equal Treatment: Allowing Differentiation While Ending Discrimination (pg. 113-129)

Misc.:

· Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/disabilities-convention.htm
· Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/disabilities-op.htm
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:

· Identify the scope and limits of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Understand how non-discrimination allows for differential treatment. 
CLASS TWENTY-THREE

Tuesday, November 24

Case Study 1 

To be discussed in class

CLASS TWENTY-FOUR

Thursday, December 1

Action Plan Presentations

To be discussed in class. 

CLASS TWENTY-FIVE

Tuesday, December 3

Action Plan Presentations

CLASS TWENTY-SIX

Tuesday, December 8

Action Plan Presentations

CLASS TWENTY-SEVEN

Thursday, December 10

Future of Health and Human Rights & Course Review

This review lecture will summarize the course and assess whether we have met the course objectives. We will then discuss issues that emerge from the current discourse on human rights topics and how these issues frame future efforts to realize health and human rights for all.

Readings:

Reader:

· Part II: The Impact of Health Policies and Programs on Human Rights

· The Public Health—Human Rights Dialogue (pg 46-53)

· Part IV: Exploring the Inextricable Linkage Between Health and Human Rights
· Reflections on Emerging Frameworks of Health and Human Rights (pg 227-252)
Perspectives:

· Part VI Methods in Health and Human Rights

· Measuring Human Rights (pg. 393-411)(re-read)

· Part VIII: Mobilizing for Health and Human Rights

· The Challenge and Place of International Human Rights in Public Health (pg. 519-526)
· The Role of Health Professionals in Protecting and Promoting Human Rights: A Paradigm for Professional Responsibility (pg. 537-548)
Objectives: Following this session the student should be able to:
· Discuss new and ongoing challenges to human rights
· Assess positive trends and efforts aimed at achieving human rights goals in the future
FINAL EXAM:  TBA

PAPER TOPIC AREAS IN HUMAN RIGHTS AND HEALTH
1.  Generally:

Sexual rights and health in [country or region]

Refugees and internally displaced people in [country]

Mental health and human rights in [country]

Environment, health and human rights [focusing on specific environmental problem]

Universalism and cultural relativism [in specific context]

HIV/AIDS:  New frontiers in Prevention

Health professionals and the legacy of Nuremberg:  Where should we go from here?

Complex humanitarian emergencies:  Lessons from past failures (e.g. Somalia)

Homelessness:  Is it a human rights issue?

Women’s health and human rights in [country]

Child labor:  Necessary evil for economic development?

2.  Specifically (Paper Topics from Past Years):


Truthtelling and Patients Rights in Japan:  The Case of HIV 


Child Prostitution in Brazil


Rape as a War Crime in Bosnia


Persecution of Coptic Christians in Egypt


Palestinian Human Rights in the West Bank


Economic Sanctions in South Africa 

Needle Exchange Program in Anchorage, Alaska

Group Consent Human Genome Diversity Project


Child Soldiers - the role of children in armed conflict

Trafficking:  Sale of women/children into forced prostitution in Thailand-effects on health

Corporal Punishment in U.S. Schools


Mandatory HIV testing of infants & women's rights

Dowry-related crimes in India

Canadian Red Cross Tainted Blood Scandal

The Ogoni situation in Nigeria

HIV vaccine in developing countries

Routine Episiotomy as violation of women's human rights

TB in developing countries in a context of human rights & health

Human Rights:  A new basis for public health?

Guatemalan Human Rights abuses:  The 1996 Peace Accord



Environmental Protection & Disease Prevention


Physicians’ Role in Torture in Turkey


Human Rights Violation in Orphanages in China

Capital Punishment in U.S. Death Row Inmates - Human Rights Violations

Torture and the Medical Profession in Chile

Female Genital Mutilation in Egypt

Enforcing the Biological Weapons Convention

Environmental Degradation as a Human Rights Violation

HIV Clinical Trials in Africa

Involuntary Sterilization

Women, Reproductive Rights, and Pregnancy Discrimination in Mexico

Disability Rights in China

Effectiveness of the Truth Commission and Human Rights in El Salvador

Human Rights of the Elderly- A New Convention on Human Rights

The Media Campaign to Abolish the Death Penalty

Native American Land Claims

Embargos Including Food and Medicine as a Political Weapon

Human Rights and China's Orphan Policy

Genocide and Unaccompanied Children in Rwanda

Chernobyl:  Environmental Contamination from Nuclear Power Plants

The Taliban's Rule Over Women

Human Rights, Political Asylum Seekers, and Victims of Torture

The Problem of Early Marriage within a Health and Human Rights Framework

HIV/AIDS Vaccine Clinical Trials

Human Rights of the Mentally Ill

Combatants and Prisoners in Guantanomo 

Psychiatric Medicating Prisoners on Death Row to be Executed

Small Arms and Liberia

Persecution of the Baha’i in Iran

Child Labourers in the Carpet Weaving Belts of India

Cameroon and the Anglophones:  Health and Human Rights Context

Life after Landmines:  Survivor Assistance Programs in Cambodia

Caring for Mauritanian Slaves

Creation of a Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against   Sexual Minorities

New Mechanisms for Protecting Informed Consent in East Africa

Child Soldiers in Sri Lanka

The Role of  Physicians in War:  Health and Human Rights Violations at Abu Ghraib Prison

Juvenile Detention Centers in Rio de Janeiro
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